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the right-hand  side  of the  column  turned  sharply  and
jtrotted towards them.  Fomin hurriedly thrust his glasses
into their case;   but Gregor, smiling, bent across from his
saddle and took Fomin's horse by the bridle.
" Don't be in a hurry !  Let them get closer.  There are
*dnly twelve of them.  We'll take  a good look at  them,
and then we can gallop off if necessary.  We've got fresh
horses, what are you afraid of ?   Have a look through your
glasses."
The twelve horsemen grew steadily nearer, growing
larger and larger with every moment. Their forms were
now distinctly outlined agairist the green background of
the high-growing grass of the hill.
GregOr and the others gazed at Fomin impatiently.
His hands trembled a little as they held the field-glasses.
He stared so hard that a tear ran $own the cheek turned
to the sun.
" They're Reds ! I can see the stars on their caps ! " he
shouted thickly at last, and turned his horse.
They set off at a gallop. Behind them infrequent shots
rang out. For two miles or so Gregor galloped at Fomin's
side, occasionally looking back.
" Well, we've joined up with them ! " he said with a
sneering laugh.
Fomin was silent and depressed. Reining in his horse
a little, Chumakov shouted :
/'We must avoid the villages. We'll make for the
Vieshenska steppe, it's more lonely there."
A few more miles of -furious galloping, and the horses
would be played out. A foamy sweat covered their out-
stretched necks, the latitudinal folds of flesh lay deep.
'' We must take it easier !  Slow up ! " Gregor commanded.
Of the twelve riders behind them only nine were left ;
the others had dropped out of the chase. With his eyes
Gregor measured the distance separating them, and shouted :
" Halt!  Let's give them a round or two ! "
All five slowed their horses into a trot, dismounted as
they went, and unslung their rifles.
" Hold your rein ! Aim at the man on the extreme left.
Fire ! "
They each fired a clip of cartridges, killed a horse under
one of the Red Army men, and again began to retire from